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Q.
How does the new “Rodeo Tomato” BHN 602 compare to last year’s Tycoon?

A.
It is hard to beat the Tycoon.  It has large fruit and is very productive.  Tycoon won the “Top Tomato” competition here in San Antonio.  BHN 602 is supposed to match Tycoon in production.  It also may be less tough in terms of skin than Tycoon.  Tycoon has one big advantage, it is “tomato yellow wilt virus” resistant. 

Q.
Tell me again what the options are for live oak leaves, please. 

A.
I think they make the best mulch for the vegetable and flower gardens because they are small and sturdy.  They can be moved and spread easily.  They insulate and cover the soil well even at two inches deep.  Two inches is about all the mulch you want around seedlings and small transplants. 


Live oak leaves can be put in the compost pile as raw material or they can be allowed to decompose on the lawn.  Mow them to increase the speed of decomposition. 

Q.
Is it time to plant green beans?  What are the recommended varieties? 

A.
Yes, it is time to plant green beans.  Also plant summer squash and sweet corn now.  Tender crop is common and good but any of the bush versions work well.  The vining selections take longer to produce and require a trellis but produce over a longer season.  Plant green beans every two weeks through April to have a longer season. 
Q.
When should my sweet peas bloom?  The plants look great but no flowers yet.  
A.
They should start blooming any time now.  If it stays cool they may bloom through May.

Q.
What herbicide will kill the rescue grass, bedstraw, and henbit that is covering my lawn? 

A.
Use a contact herbicide like Wipe-Out for the bedstraw and henbit.  Use a grass killer for the rescue grass.  Unfortunately, it is late to kill the winter weeds with herbicide.  They are trying to produce seed and decline quickly with warm weather.  Use your string mower and lawn mower to keep them from maturing seed.  Next year in late August or early September apply a pre-emergent like Amaze or XL to prevent germination. 

Q.
I had a quick question pertaining to some crepe myrtles I planted in my yard last year.  I purchased and planted three trees that were the same species from the Garden Center. Last year I kept them watered and last fall (about Nov.) I pruned off some of the growth and old seed pods but definitely did not commit crepe murder.  As of now only one of the three trees has put on any leaves. The other two still appear to be dormant; however, I just want to make sure they are not dead.  This is my first experience with crepe myrtles and I really don't know what to look for.  I have two oak trees in my front yard that are mature and they seem to drop and gain leaves at the same time of the year.  The base/bark of the crepes all seem to be in the same condition. Is there any way of knowing at this point if the other two are going to green-up and is there anything I can or should be doing to help them along?

A.
No, crepe myrtles are slow to emerge in the spring.  Give them some time.  It won’t speed up the process but is good for the trees to provide them each a cup of slow release lawn fertilizer spread over the roots. 

